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John 12:1-12 

 
I love this Bible story because of the display of Mary’s servanthood, and especially her love and honor for 
Jesus.  Can you imagine being in His presence and in this relationship as a friend? 
 
Mary had been with Jesus on numerous occasions.  It was 6 days before Passover.  We know it to be a 
special celebration/holiday for those of the Jewish faith. And then, and then Mary used her hair to spread 
the Nard on Jesus’ feet.  And finally, Mary was with Him at his crucifixion, His burial and resurrection.    
 
Although not written, I suspect that Mary had to un-arrange her hair so that its full length was available so 
she could use it to wipe the Nard as she washed Jesus’ feet after oiling them.  Jesus gracefully accepted 
Mary’s actions even though he connected it to his death. I suspect she was loving him as the friend she 
traveled with, the friend she believed to be the Christ, the friend who brought her brother back to life.   
 
Can we imagine ourselves in this young woman’s physical position (bowed before Christ to wash or oil his 
feet)?  Have we ever loved someone enough that to publicly risk our thoughts and image and love by 
bowing before the loved one in public?  Where do we honor Christ by kneeling before him?  Is our love as 
complete as Mary’s?   
 
In what way can we honor Jesus Christ with our show of love and admiration?  Could we bow before him 
and try to give him a gift “he created”? Could our gift be a promise, could it be something tangible, or could 
it be acknowledgement of our love for him for the first time?  Could our gift be a tear drop requesting 
forgiveness? Perhaps we can put a chair at the table to represent a place for Him. 
What a touching scene in the life of Christ.  How humbling and loving are the actions of a believer.  I pray to 
be that loving. 
 
Prayer: Heavenly Father we would love to give you a gift from our hearts like Mary Magdalene did.  We 
love you and are so thankful for your care of us?  Jesus, we thank you for all the early teachings we have 
about you as recorded in the Bible.  Please remind us to let our love for you show.  Holy Spirit please guide 
us in the loving ways of faith.  Thank you for your many blessings, especially those who share our faith in 
you… Amen 
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